SECT* III.]      OF   PRACTICAL   CHRISTIANITY.
especially to be the design of the Gospel, to reclaim
us from our natural pride and selfishness, and their
fatal consequences; fco bring us to a just sense of
our weakness and depravity; and to dispose us, with
unfeigned humiliation, to abase ourselves, and give
glory to God. " No flesh may glory in his presence;
he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord"—
" The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the
haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the
Lord alone shall be exalted4."
These solemn admonitions are too generally dis-
regarded, and their intimate connexion with the
subject we are now considering appears to have
been often entirely overlooked even by Christian
moralists. These authors, without reference to the
main spring, and internal principle of conduct, are
apt to speak of the love of human applause, as
being meritorious or culpable, as being the desire
of true or of false glory, accordingly as the external
actions it produces, and the pursuits to which it
prompts, are beneficial or mischievous to mankind.
But it is undeniably manifest, that in the judg-
ment of the word of God, the love of worldly ad-
miration and applause is in its nature essentially and
radically corrupt; so far as it partakes of a dispo-
sition to exalt and aggrandize ourselves, to pride
ourselves on our natural or acquired endowments,
or to assume to ourselves the merit; and credit of
our good qualities, instead of ascribing all the ho-
nour and glory where only they are due. Its guilt
therefore in these cases is not to be measured by its
effects on the happiness of mankind; nor is it to
be denominated true or falte glory accordingly as
the ends to which it is directed are just or unjust,
beneficial or mischievous, objects of pursuit; but it
* Isaiah ii. 11.

